‘CONNECT ICUT COLLEGE LIBRARY 


New London County Historical Society 


I! Blinman Street SHAW MANSION posal KS New London, Conn. 


erp 2. 
a? ee — 


1983 


Quarterly Bulletin 


—— 


VOLUME J JULY 1933. - NUMBER 3S 


ANNUAL MEETING 22 SEPTEMBER 
TO BE EVENING AFFATR 


who make such reservations. Special park- 
ing arrangements will be made in the event 
that Bank Street repairs still block off 
the Mansion on 22 September. _ 


Members of the Society are urged to set 
aside Tuesday evening, 22 September, when 
the annual meeting will be held at 8 o'clock 
in the parlors of the Shaw Mansion. It is 
felt that an evening meeting will permit 
attendance by those who have been prevented 
by business obligations from enjoying the 
previous afternoon sessions. 


PRIZE TABLE SEIZED BY REVOLUTIONARY 
PRIVATEER RETURNED TO SHAW HOME 


A beautiful mahogany tilt table has come. 
back to the Shaw Mansion after gracing the 
homes of several descendants of the 18th | 
century New London shipping merchant. 


Mr. Freeman R. Hathaway of Noank, past 
president of the Steamship Historical 
Society, will be the principal speaker. In 
his address, "Steamboats of the Sound," Mr. 
Hathaway will deal with the great days of 
the New York-New England steamers, and the 
importance of New London as a busy depar~ 
ture and arrival point for much steamer 
traffic during the 19th and early 20th 
centuries. 


The table, which now occupies a central 
position in the "long parlor," was a prize 
article taken by a Shaw privateer in the 
Revolutionary war. It may have been seized 
on the vessel called the Dummore. With it 
was also taken the round convex mirror now 
in the Washington Room. The so-called 
Dunmore silver tankards are also reputed to 
have come from the same vessel. 


Mr. Hathaway, whose family roots are strong- 
ly attached to New Bedford, is not averse 

to taking the wheel occasionally on the 
steamers that still travel New England 
waters. He has collected a number of slides 
to illustrate his remarks. 


It is believed that the table was removed 
from the Mansion in 1820 by Thomas Shaw 
Perkins at the time of his marriage when he 
transferred his residence to what is now 


Because of the limited capacity of the par- 
lors, members are requested to indicate by 
postal reply or by telephone, New London 
3-£1209, whether they plan to attend. Pre- 
Terence in seating will be given to members 


known as Shaw Farm in Waterford, the pre- 
sent home of Miss Anna L. Nevins, the donor 
of the table. It later belonged to Miss 
Lucretia Shaw Perkins of Concord, Mass., 
the great-great~granddaughter of Temperance 


Harris Shaw and Nathaniel Shaw, Sr., the 
builder of the Mansion. 


The splendid spirit which prompted this 
rare gift lends added grace to the table, 
which provides another link to the 18th 
century, when the Mansion was the center 
of New London's social life. 


BAPTIST CHURCH FINE EXAMPLE 
OF CLASSIC REVIVAL ARCHITECTURE 


The announcement of May 12 that the Hun- 
tington Street Baptist Church had bought 
the Lyceum Theatre brought to mind the 
colorful beginnings of the church proper. 
It was in 1843 that the Universalists 
bought the lot in Huntington Street on 
which the.churech now stands. John Bishop, 
one of New London's finest architects, had 
been working for ten years in developing 
Tilley and Starr Streets with fashionable . 
town houses and he was selected by the 
Society to draw the plans for the church 
and superintend its erection. The church 
was dedicated March 20, 1844, with Dr. Asher 
Moore of Philadelphia preaching the sermon. 


The Universalists ran into financial dif- 
ficulties and in 1849 the Huntington Street 
Baptist Society bought the property for 
512,000. The dedication sermon this time 
was preached by Elder Jabez Swan. This was 
a very sweet moment in Elder Swan's life, 
for he had thundered in his evangelical 
meetings against the Universalists. Whether 
or not Elder Swan was endowed with second 
sight, he did prophesy that one day the 
orothodox gospel would be preached in the 
church then under construction. Seven years 
later he had his revenge, and remained in 
charge of the church until 1858. There is 
a rather charming story that Elder Swan 
asked a carpenter working on the steeple 
how high it was going to be. "It's going 
to be so high that no Swan will ever light 
on it." Elder Swan smiled, and as he walk- 
ed away retharked, “This Svan will ‘Light on 
it some day:" 


The church is an extremely handsome example 
of classic revival architecture. John | 
Bishop may well have carved the beautiful 
Corinthian columns himself, as one of his 
early jobs was carving the: colums for the 
four classic revival houses on Huntington 
Street, The fine steeple was removed many 
years ago because of damage from rot. Old 
ynotographs show it as of elegant: propor- 
tions, and it was a great loss. The pre- 
sent box-like tower throws the building 
somewhat out of scale. 


HARBOR SCHOOL CHILDREN 
VISIT MANSION 


Mr. Stanley F. Hall, principal of the 
Harbor School, accompanied fifteen children 
on a visit to the Mansion on 13 May. This 
visit was one of a planned series making up 
a tour of New London's historic spots. 


The children were greeted by Miss Marion E. 
Clarke, Secretary of the Society, and Mrs. 
Sidney Holmes, the custodian. Colored 
moving pictures were taken as the visitors 
passed through the Washington Room, the 
Whaling Room and into the gardens, It is 
believed that this occasion marked the 
movie debuts of Miss Clarke and Mrs. Holmes. 


SOCIETY'S COLLECTION OF FIREARMS 
MERITS ATTENTION 


When Mr. Dwight C. Lyman visited Washington 
in June, he was particularly impressed by 
the display cases and effective arrange- 
ments of military material: at the Smith- 
sonian Institution, The-panoramic show 

of America's naval history and the excel- 
lent collection of firearms were reported 
to be particularly noteworthy, 


The lack of space makes proper display of 
the Society's small but representative 
collection of early firearms a real problem. 
Here is a challenge to ingenuity, for these 
reminders of exciting chapters in our early 
history provide one of our most popular 
exhibits. 


There is a real need for someone versed 
in the art to superintend the cleaning 
end labelling of these old rifles, small 
arms and swords. 


HISTORIC SPOTS OF REGION Ait 
. REVIEWED BY DAY WRITER | 


several rere describing bea “of rem" 
gional interest have appeared in recent 
months in the colums of the New London Day. 


Mr. Paul S. Walcott, the Day's feature 
writer, is to be congratulated on his live- 


ily treatment of Fort Shantok State Park 


and the islands of the Thames River , | to 
name but two of his historic series. 


These stories blend history and legend in 
away that has revived memories for many 
of the older generation. In addition, they 
have stirred the curiosity of younger folk 
who have given little thought to the many 
interesting nearby places that invite 
inspection, 


LOST AND FOUND! 
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It all started as a bit of speculation. 
"What could have become of all of the pub- 
liecations of the Rogerenes -— how could the 
writings of this small religious sect once 
SQ. strong in Mystic and Ledyard have con- 
pletely disappeared from this area?" One 
of those debating the question was just the 
right person to start on the quest, for to 
Mrs. Eva L. Butler of Gallup Hill, Mystic, 
archaeologist and historian, a lost article 
is merely one that must be found, 


Intrigued by the story of the missing first 
edition of The Battle Axe, a pamphlet so 
obnoxious to the orthodox of 1811 that ‘no 
printer ‘could be found willing to publish 
it, she repeated the story to Mrs. A. V. 
Morgan of Noank. Imagine the excitement 
when a few weeks later Mrs. Morgan appeared 
at Mrs. Butler's door with a collection of 


old pamphlets sewed into a home made volume, 


an odd item she had located at a home in. 
Old Mystic. 


For here was a copy of the rare first 
edition of The Battle Axe ~ a copy printed 
on a Hand made press — made by Zachariah 
Waterous, son of the author. One did not 
accept defeat. easily in 1811, especially 
if that one happened to be a Rogerene 
Quaker. If no printer would print your 
tract - do it yourself, Suppose you did 
have to forge your own type and make your 
own printing press, What of it? 


The Battle Axe, however, proved to be only 
one of the interesting items found. The 
volume, now owned by the Connecticut State 
Library, contains five important Rogerene 
tracts, three of them being first editions, 
one of them an earlier printing than any 
other now*extant, Two of the tracts are 
written by John Rogers himself, but those 
of particular interest locally are the ones 
written by Timothy Waterous and his sons 
Timothy, Jr. and Zachariah, and printed on 
their hand made press at Burnett!s Corners. 


All praise to the alert minds of Mrs,Butler 
and Mrs, Morgan, and their interest in 
matters historical. But for them these 
valuable items might have been permanently 
lost and the owner considerably poorer. 


weeeSallie E, Coy 
Westerly, R. I. 


CONNECTICUT LEAGUE MEETINGS HELD .. -: 
_AT SIMSBURY AND MADISON 


The annual meeting of the Connecticut League 
of Historical Societies was held in Sims- | 
bury on 9 May. The following officers were 
clected: eae 


Prosident 

Whitney L. Brooks of tocrtngtans 
Vice-President | 

Dwight C. Lyman of New London; 
Vice-Presidant 

Merritt Clark-of New nawesk : es 
secretary - Miss Ella F. Wood of Hamden; 
Treasurer - Beaufort R. L. Newsom of Clinton 


At the conclusion of the business méeting, 
Mr. Charles Rufus. Harte made the presenta~ 
tion of an engrossed citation to the re~ 
tiring President of the League, Mr. Edgar 
F, Waterman. | | 


A stimulating talk, "How can we achieve. 
good publicity for historical societies?" 
was presented by Ethel Hall Bjerkoe, Pre- 
sident of the Old Woodbury Historical 
Society. During the afternoon session an 
unusually able address on the topography 
and early history of Simsbury was present- 
ed by a leading local antiquarian whose 
name, unfortunately, was not recorded. 


The summer meeting was held at Madison on 
18 July in the Congregational Chapel. Those 
who braved the blistering weather were 
richly rewarded by papers which set a high 
mark for scholarly research, freshness of 
approach and excellent delivery. The sub- 
jects treated included itinerant peddlers, 
early history of the Madison green, and 
Clapboard Hill Cemetery, where rest the 
heroic soldiers who returned from the 
French and Indian Wars at Ticonderoga 
marked for death by smallpox. 


Visits were made in the afternoon to the 
Congregational Church, Lee's Academy, The 
Nathaniel Allis House, and to the home of 
Miss Florence D. Smith, where is housed a 
fine exhibit of American pressed elass. 


The Fall meeting of the League will be 
held in New Canaan on 17 October. 


Those members of the Society who attend 
these League meetings find that they pro- 
vide a splendid opportunity to meet people 
with a deep and lively interest in the 
history of our state. 


ITEMS WANTED 


Please phone Miss Marion E, Clarke, Secre- 
tary, New London 3-5567, if you are inter- 
ested in donating any of the following 
articles: 


BOOKS Sig 
Diary of Joshua Hempstead 
Stone moore of Groton 


The demand for these books has caused our 
supply to dwindle to the vanishing point! 


HOUSEHOLD GOODS, New or Used 


Antique candlesticks 
Large silver tray 
Card tables for use at the Mansion 


—— lho lan 


For your information 


The Society's telephone number is 3-1209 
The Mansion is open daily except Sunday — 
from 1 to 4. 

Custodians in residence: Mr. and Mrs. 
Sidney Holmes. 


From The New London County Historical — 
society, Shaw Mansion oF 
il Blinman Street 
New London, sro. cateamnaie 


SOME RECENT GIFTS 


Mrs. Clifford H. Belden Two trays 
Mrs. Mary Bitgood Benson -Iwo 19th century 
(and brothers) Bibles 
lies Three fans 
Slate 
(possibly Nathan Hale's) 
Hand wrought nails 
from homestead 
in Voluntown 
Mrs, Clark D. Edgar ~ Antique silver trays 
Mrs. Billings B, Fairbrother - 
History of New London 
Gift of. money 
N.Y. Gen. & Biog. 
Record, July 1914 
Sugar tongs and 
teaspoons 
- Mahogany tilt table 
(from Shaw family) 
Miss Ruth W. Newcomb Hempstead House 
souvenir cup and saucer 
Commemorative medals 
Duplicates of old newspapers 
Mrs. Mary Shipman Lace tablecloth 
Mrs. Elmer Spaulding Six coin silver 
teaspoons 
Polyglot Bible 
Hartford 1834. 
(with inscription :to. 
F,.M.Caulkins from J. 
_G, W. Trumbull) | 
Mr. Raymond J, Walker Bronze token of 
Boothe homestead 
a in Stratford,~@onr. 
1 et 1663 - ee 
“" ‘New London Light.House 
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and O1d-Town Mill Souverlir phates 


Mrs, Stephen Gardner 
Mrs, Ralph Keeler — 


Mrs. Dwight C. Lyman 


Miss Anna L. Nevins 


Mr. Charles Vincent 
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